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Monday 24th August 2009

The 2009 Meeting of Experts:
setting the scene

The opening of the 2009 Meeting of Experts (MX) marks the third year of the second inter-
sessional process for the 1972 Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BWC/BTWC). 
The MX will be followed by a one-week Meeting of States Parties (MSP) in December. 

The topic for discussion at the MX and MSP this year is ‘With a view to
enhancing international cooperation, assistance and exchange in biological sciences and
technology for peaceful purposes, promoting capacity building in the fields of disease
surveillance, detection, diagnosis, and containment of infectious diseases: (1) for States
Parties in need of assistance, identifying requirements and requests for capacity
enhancement; and (2) from States Parties in a position to do so, and international
organizations, opportunities for providing assistance related to these fields’.  This topic was
agreed at the Sixth Review Conference for the BWC which was held at the end of 2006. 
The MSP may also discuss ‘universalisation and comprehensive implementation of the
Convention’, as agreed at the Sixth Review Conference.



responding to, investigating and mitigating the effects of cases of alleged use of biological
or toxin weapons or suspicious outbreaks of disease’.  Just as the 2009 MX is star





Cuba noted a NAM summit statement from July that ‘stressed the importance’ of
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Thursday 27th August 2009

The Third Day:
cooperation and capacity building

The third day of the 2009 Meeting of Experts (MX) of the Biological and Toxin Weapons
Convention (BWC/BTWC) opened on Wednesday morning with Ambassador Marius
Grinius of Canada in the Chair.  The day’s conference room proceedings consisted of
working sessions on selected themes, however these themes ended up somewhat
intermingled.  As in Tuesday’s working sessions, each presentation was followed by a
chance for delegates to ask questions.  Many of the presentations were delivered by experts. 
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As can be seen from the list, a number of joint presentations were made by





working session set aside for the purpose on Thursday morning (which ran into the
afternoon).  These presenters came from a variety of academic, business or international
governance backgrounds.  Those who were not registered to attend the MX in any other
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